THE  PLAYS   CONCLUDED                         2OJ
Among the First Players,
In London, Arthur Wontner played A, and Dame Sybil Thorn-
dike, Z.
'A Comediettina for Two Voices.'                         G. B. S.
In December 1932 Mr. and Mrs. Shaw began a voyage
round the world on the Canadian Pacific Railway Com-
pany's steamship the Empress of Britain. Shaw dashed off
this little play in the first month of the voyage, finishing
it in the Sun da Strait in January 1933. For its scene
aboard ship Shaw was obviously drawing on his own
experiences and tribulations as a passenger on a * luxury
cruise.'
(48)                        ON THE ROCKS
Written in 1933. First production by Charles Macdona at the
Winter Garden Theatre, London, on 25th November 1933. First
American production by the Federal Theatre Project (W.P.A.) at
Daly's Theatre, New York, on I5th June 1938.
Among the First Players,
In London, the Prime Minister was played by Nicholas Hannenj
and Lewis (later Sir Lewis) Casson, Laurence Hanray, Charles
Carson, Walter Hudd, and Edward Rigby appeared in other
prominent parts.
'The notion that persons should be safe from extermination as
long as they do not commit wilful murder, or levy war against the
Crown, or kidnap, or throw vitriol, is not only to limit social respon-
sibility unnecessarily, and to privilege the large range of intolerable
misconduct that lies outside them, but to divert attention from the
essential justification for extermination, which is always incorrigible
social incompatibility and nothing else.'                         G. B. S.
On the Rocks is the kind of play you might write if, like
Shaw in 1931, you had visited Russia and been impressed
by a dictator's ability to get things done quickly by the
simple process of cutting through red tape and disregarding
tradition. That is to say, the play is an extravagant com-
mentary on Western democratic forms of government* It
focuses on a British Prime Minister so burdened with work
and so bound with routine that he is left with neither the